
Making a ‘Christingle’ (step by step) 

Step 1: Put the 
orange in the bowl 
with the cut off 
end at the bottom 
so it stands level. 
The orange 
represents the 
world that God 
has made. 

Step 2: Prepare four 
toothpicks with raisins 
and sweets and stick 
them into the orange! 
They represent the four 
seasons of the year and 
the good gifts God 
gives us (or the four 
corners of the world). 

Step 3: Stick red 
tape or ribbon 
around the 
middle of the 
orange. This 
represents Jesus’ 
sacrifice for us on 
the cross so we 
can be reconciled 
with God.  

Step 4: Put the candle 
into the cross cut at 
the top of the orange. 
Light the candle as  
we pray together.  
The candle represents 
Jesus as the light of  
the world, bringing 
hope where there  
is darkness. 

Christingle is a festive, candle-lit Christian celebration that takes place in Advent and Epiphany in the United Kingdom 
and Europe.  ‘Christingle’ means ‘Christ Child’. The celebration originated in the Moravian church, but the history of 
Christingles goes back much further. Over 300 years ago in Germany, Bishop Johannes de Watteville gave all the children 
a candle with a red ribbon around it to explain the hope and happiness that people experience in knowing Jesus. 



To talk about 
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Christ Child,  
(‘God with us’), take a moment to think, talk and  
pray together: 

• What are you thankful for at this time? 

• What do you hope for at this time? 

• Where is God’s light needed at this time? 

In the space below, draw or write down your prayers –  
for our world, for our nation and community, for family 
and friends, or any concerns that are on your heart now…

Prayer 

God of hope, 
as we bring our prayers to you 
be with us in our Epiphany journey  
to the stable and beyond, 
be with us in our meeting and in our travelling together, 
be with us in our worship and our praying together, 
be with us in our Epiphany journey  
to the stable and beyond, 
our God of hope.  

Amen 


